
On Jan 6, 2010, at 7:41 PM, Bert DeSalvo wrote: 

 

Dr. Hampton, 

 

I hope all is well and you are enjoying the New Year. I have a crazy 

question to ask you. I recently had my computer cleaned and because of the 

virus that was contracted, I was unable to save some files that were on my 

hard drive. One file that was on the drive, was a message of yours to 

Bethany Wandyes regarding the origin and usage of the "Drive On!" slogan. I 

thought that it was great and I saved it as a .pdf file, but unfortunately 

it was erased. I asked Beth if she had it anywhere and she said that she 

didn't so I wanted to ask you if you had it. 

 

I was wondering if you had that post or email (I am unsure which one it is) 

handy or something similar. I wanted to share this with my team with your 

permission and thought it was a great team building tool. 

  

Thank you so much and have a Blessed 2010. 

 

~Bert DeSalvo 
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Bert, 

 

I am touched that you remember and have retained interest. 

 

I do not have the posting any longer. 

 

However, here is the explanation: 

 

From Edward Hampton <hamptone@duq.edu> 

Edward Hampton <hamptone@duq.edu> ⊕  

To Bert DeSalvo <apd12@psu.edu> 

Bert DeSalvo <apd12@psu.edu> ⊕  

Subject Re: Drive On! 

Date Wed, Jan 6, 2010 10:35 PM 

Safe View 

On [Turn Off]   What is "Safe View"?  

 

 

   a.  I first encountered the term when I was an ROTC cadet at ROTC 

Advanced("Summer") Camp.   My platoon adopted a motto:  "F_ck It, Drive 

On!" or FIDO.   

We slyly shorted it to "FIDO".  ROTC Advanced Camp was arduous and 

physically demanding.  The attitude instilled by the motto was to push 

aside the hardship - and associated discomforts and tribulations - and 

"drive on!" to the get the mission done.   We used "FIDO" as our battle 

cry.  For me personally, it inculcated an attitude that expressed itself as 

me being stronger than any test put before me.   

 

    b.  I was commissioned in the Armor Corps.  One of the things that the 

Armor Corps taught was that the ultimate objective was the focus.  Armor 

tactics teach one to not become embroiled in distracting intermediate 

battles. 

Rather, one was to focus on getting to the main objective.  Hence, one 

maintained combat strength by bypassing or by putting minimal effort to 

intermediate fights.   The basic mantra was to "Drive On!", to press to the 

final objective.    

 

in leadership, this translates to always keeping one's eye on the ball; to 

always stay focused on what is important:  scoring - whatever that means in 

a given circumstance. In terms of spirit, it is to be able to focus one's 

energies into an overwhelming force.  In martial arts (Japanese), one is 

trained to focus one's energies into a driving force.  This is seen in 

people breaking stacks of stones and/or boards. 

 

    c.  On Armor gunnery ranges, when a target has been engaged and 

"neutralized", the command to the driver is "drive on".  This signifies to 

the driver (and to the crew) to push the engagement out of mind and get set 

for the next one.  Winning crews push out of mind both wins and losses, 

successes and mistakes.   They understand that what counts is the next 

engagement.   
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In this sense, "Drive On!" signifies that the outcome of the last battle is 

accepted.  Congrats are given.  Or forgiveness, if necessary.   There is a 

clean break with the past. The slate is cleaned. The mind is cleansed and 

refreshed for the next battle.   The focus is finding the next target and 

being prepared to succeed in the challenge. 

 

    d.  I started signing my name with "Drive On!" when I was a Major. I 

wanted my subordinates to be imbued with the above.  And when I signed my 

name, I was "done" with whatever action my signature was affixed to. And, 

mentally and spiritually, I moved on to the next challenge.  I trained my 

subordinates to have the same attitude. 

 

    e.  Ultimately, drive on! is a cry to look to the future; to escape the 

trap of the past.   

 

Happy New Year! 

 

Kind wishes 

 

Ed 

Drive on! 

 

Edward Hampton 

Duquesne University – Faculty SLPA 

hamptone@duq.edu 
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